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The Golden Horseshoe Woodturner Guild Newsletter 

The Presidents Message 

Both our Hands-On night and regular meeting last month featured outstanding presentations by our own 
members.  Dave Page did a very well prepared and executed demonstration of Pull Spin Tops.  Peggy 
videoed it and  George has made copies in  DVD of the presentation.  I don’ t think I can count all the 
times that Dave has stepped up to the plate in one way or another. Paul Rapattoni put a lot of preparation 
into his demonstration and took us through inside-out turning for a second time.  By having a series of 
partially completed pieces held together with masking tape, I was finally able to visualize a finished piece 
without too much difficulty.  Inside-out turning truly is something that is difficult to get your head 
around.  A few years back, I remember once seeing a piece at the WGO booth at a wood show, wonder-
ing “How the heck was that made?”  In addition to his inlayed ornaments, Jack Brown is also going to 
give us his approach to it this month.  I hope we see lots of I-O ornaments at the Christmas Party on the 
tree.  

The continuing success of our guild depends on the participation and growth of our members.  Notice I 
said members and not membership.  After a lot of concern over too many members earlier in my term, it 
appears to myself and the executive that the problem takes care of itself.  With the busy lives of today, 
priorities shift, people move or for what ever reason, members come and go.  Continued on page 5           

Hands on  Schedule: 

VOLUME 101  NOV 2005 

10 Nov (Think Tank) This is turning into some 
kind of a tradition, bring your latest Christmas 
ornaments or the tools you use to create them  
to inspire your compatriot. (You found great 
articles about Christmas decorations, well 
bring those as well).  

Program Schedule 

Nov 17 Jack Brown��  Christmas ornaments 

Dec 8   Chr istmas Par ty 

Competitions�������������  �No General meeting 

Jan 19 Peter  Rand  Dr iven by the Rapid 
Evolution of Woodturning Ar t 
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Christmas Competition 

We will be holding our annual Christmas competition on Thursday 8th of December (during the 
Christmas party).  It is an open competition, which means that anything turned goes.  We will fol-
low the usual category structure of Novice, Intermediate and Open/Master and money prizes in 
each category are as follow, First place 50$, Second place 30$ and Third place 20$.  This is the 
competition where you have to please the guests because has we have done in the past it is the 
spouses/significant others that are doing the judging. 

  Christmas  Tree Decorations 

This is probably the most enjoyed part of the Christmas party every year.  Please bring a Christ-
mas tree decoration that you have turned (bringing 2 might not be a bad idea) and we will deco-
rate the tree before drawing numbers among the guest.  There is normally enough to go around at 
least once so everyone goes home happy.  So get turning.  

  Toys for Christmas  

We will be welcoming toys donation at the Christmas party, hand made or purchased.  All the 
toys will be received the Burlington Fire Department.  Thank you for your generosity.  

 

Robin Le Sage 

Chr istmas Par ty 

 Legion Hall, 828 Legion Rd Burlington     Thursday December 8 7 pm  

Directions: From Brant St (south bound from QEW)  Phone 905 639-6060 
1st stop light south of Fairview                                 Turn r ight on to Grahams L ine. 
1 block west Turn r ight onto Legion Road Legion Hall is on your  left 828 
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Open House 

A&M Wood Specialty 

A&M will hold an Open House exclusively for GHWG members on Saturday, November 5 from 
12:30 to 3:00 PM.  A&M are located at 357 Eagle Street North, Cambridge, ON 

2005 Spring Competition 

Novice: Mark Taylor 1st,2nd, 3rd, and Josh Pichanick Most Promising 

Intermediate: Paul Rapattoni 1st; Al Murphy 2nd; Kevin Gillespie 3rd; 

  Honourable mention: Al Murphy 

Open: Malcolm Cumming 1st; Jim Fretz 2nd; Eugene Schlaak 3rd; 

Guild Pictures can be viewed at www.picturetrail.com/ghwg 

Christmas Extravaganza 

Once again the GHWG will run its annual Christmas Raffle. The prizes will include a King mini, 
a Talon chuck and a few surprises. There is a limited amount of tickets so don©t wait  (we were 
practically sold out again last year) because with prizes like that, they will go fast. 
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                                                Inside Out TurningInside Out TurningInside Out Turning   

Paul Rapattoni revisited his demo from a year or so ago and demonstrated how he has 
adapted new skills and ideas to this method of turning.  With the Christmas holidays fast approach-
ing he took us through the steps to make an inside-out ornament. 

First we start with some basic ideas about how to build the blank for the turning.  Paul pro-
vided us with many options, emphasizing that a turner’s greatest talent lies in the ability to modify 
processes to suit your own style and abilities. Start by asking yourself some questions.  What is it I 
want to turn? How am I going to make it? How can I best show off the wood grain? How is the out-
side shape going to affect the inside shape? If you spend a little time thinking before you start turn-
ing you may have a little less firewood in the end.  

Since we are making Christmas ornaments the wood used should be light.  Good choices in-
clude cedar, pine and spruce.  Funny eh, Christmas tree wood for Christmas tree ornaments?  The 
typical blank for inside-out turning is made from four square-cut rectangles of identical size.  They 
are glued together at the top and bottom using yellow wood glue.  Do not glue the entire length, as it 
is unnecessary and will hinder you when breaking the pieces apart later.  You may also wish to make 
your pieces longer than necessary so the glued ends can be cut off eliminating the need to break the 
pieces apart at all.  (Paul discussed other types of blanks including a solid piece which could be cut 
into four on the band saw after turning the inside shape or a similar two piece blank.  These methods 
have the drawback of losing some wood to the cuts and less flexibility with the wood grain.)   

You must consider the grain direction prior to gluing the pieces together.  There are three 
typical grain patterns: flat sawn, quarter sawn and rift. Play around with the blanks before hand us-
ing tape to get an idea of how they will look together.  If you have enough wood you may even wish 
to make a quick prototype before putting all your effort into an untested masterpiece.  

Always mark the ends of your blank using letters for the inside four corners and numbers for 
the outside four.  This will help you reorient your segments when gluing for the second turning. 
Consider the design you wish to make for the inside cutout. A template is an excellent tool for this. 
You are limited only by your own imagination, but do consider the amount of detail and the depth of 
cut.  Never go further than half the depth (one quarter per segment), as you have to leave room for 
shaping the outside as well.  All finishing must be done to the inside prior to turning it around. Any 
imperfection will be magnified times four when the segments are turned around!  Pay careful atten-
tion to the start and stop points on the outside turning and watch your depth carefully.  Finish the 
outside the same as the inside.  

Paul treated us to an interesting design, which featured a tiny turned Christmas tree floating 
free inside of his finished inside out turning.  The instructions for inside out turning  are in the No-
vember issue of Canadian Woodworking magazine. The pictures are labeled incorrectly but the in-
structions are ok. (Issue # 33 Dec/Jan 2005).  Try your hand at an inside out turning and above all 
enjoy! 
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Continued from page 1:  If we start running out of chairs, bring one.  If we have too many empty 
chairs, we will have to adapt.  Not only do we need demonstrators, we need leaders.   Perhaps you 
have been approached by our Executive Search Team of Joanne Hallman and George Daer.   If you 
have, I hope that you have given it a lot of thought and are replying in the affirmative.  It is an op-
portunity to push yourself, perhaps in a new direction, and a time to give back.  If you want to dis-
cuss any aspect of an executive position, please do not hesitate to give me a call. 

 Last night, I ventured over to the world of the flat crafts people and as a guest attended the Halton 
Furniture Makers Society in Oakville.  There a number of people who are members of the GHWG 
and the HFMS.  Michael Fortune, one of the early graduates of Sheridan College’s crafts program in 
the 70’s, gave an excellent slide presentation of his custom crafted contemporary furniture as it has 
evolved over the last 30 years or so.  Imagine selling a chair for $10,500 US!  In addition to his 
Lakefield, ON studio and production shop, Michael teaches at leading North American wood work-
ing institutions and his articles often appear in magazines like Fine Woodworking and our Canadian 
Home Workshop.  In 1993, Michael was the first wood worker to receive the Prix Saidye Bronfman, 
Canada’s highest award in the crafts.   I mentioned at October’s meeting, Michael Hosaluk, of 
Saskatoon has been awarded the prestigious prize this year.  It includes $25,000 in addition to the 
fame and acclaim.  Along with the press coverage, artistic woodturning is being has been brought to 
the attention of the thousands who visit the Museum of Civilzation in Hull, QC.  You can see more 
about it at their website http://www.civilization.ca/ .  At the first page after language selection, enter 
Hosaluk under Advanced Search and you will see lots of leads to he and his exhibit at the museum. 

 

Michael Brazeau 

Ear ly membership renewal draw 

Due to the overwhelming success last year of the “Early membership renewal draw”, we’ re doing 
it again this year. 

Just renew your membership for 2006 before the break at the January regular meeting (January 19, 
2006) and you are automatically entered. A draw will be made at that meeting and the lucky win-
ners will receive 1(one) of 10(ten) $50.00 Gift certificates to be redeemed at one of our sponsors 
place of business (participating sponsors will be announced at a later date). 

Membership renewal ($40.00) is due by the end of the February meeting. Renewals after that date 
will be subject to the $10 joining fee regardless of weather you are already a member or not. 

Thank you for your continued interest in the GHWG and good luck. 

J.Paul Rapattoni 
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Library News 

Turning boxes with Chr is Stott            VHS Tape # 1082 

 This is one of Chris’s early videos’ , and in it he demonstrates sharpening and in easy steps the pro-
cedure he uses to make three of his most common boxes. He completes a Chinese hat box, a finial 
box plus a clam box, including the finishing techniques he uses. Theo odd trick that he knows to cor-
rect a fit or the finish expected by the craft market buyers makes this well worth viewing. 

Turning Bowls made Easy by Bill Grumbine   DVD 1095 

This 2 1/2 hour DVD starts with cutting the blank with a chain saw and progressively shows all the 
steps to make a complete bowl. The DVD is divided into chapters so it is easy to watch one or more 
sections and retrace lessons easily. Bill provides solid instructions with humor and this DVD would 

be ideal for the beginner and has many helpful suggestions for the more experienced turner.  

 

 

PULL TOP DEMO 

 By popular demand Dave Page has summarized his pull top demo for those interested parties.   The 
top body can be made from end grain or side grain hardwood scraps to create a disc approximately 
our and one-half inches in diameter by one inch thick. 
 The handles are turned from one and three-quarter inch square rectangles of hardwood approxi-
mately six and one-half inches long. 
 A piece of seven-eighths inch hardwood dowel cut to two and one-half inches long. 
 A piece of one-half inch hardwood dowel cut to two and three-quarter inches long. 
  MAKING THE TOP 

 Glue the seven-eighths inch dowel into the seven-eighths inch diameter hole drilled in the centre of 
the disc. Leave enough on one side to grip in chuck with the balance on the other side for the point. 
Grip dowel in chuck and turn, colour and decorate the bottom side of the top (use home-made chat-
ter tool for end grain and Sorbey texturing tool for side grain). 
 Turn the dowel to a point and colour. 
Reverse and turn, colour and decorate the topside of the top. 
Drill one-half inch hole approximately three-quarters of an inch deep for the top stem. Glue in the 
half-inch dowel and colour.          
Finish with carnauba wax. 

 MAKING THE HANDLE 

 Drill one and one-eighth inch hole one and one-quarter inch from the end. 
Drill one-half inch hole one and one-quarter inch from the end. Note: this one-half inch hole must 
be oversize .010 to .015.  The one-half inch hole is drilled on the opposite side from the one and 
one-eighth inch hole. Important: the holes must be centered on the one and three-quarter inch stock. 
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 Amer ican Association of Woodturners 

 

 I know that in our guild of around 175 members, we have a goodly number of people who have 
made substantial investments in equipment and a long term commitment to turning.  Yet we have 
only around a dozen members who have taken membership in the AAW.  In the approximately six 
years since the GHWG became the 150th Chapter, an astounding 100 Chapters have joined the AAW 
and membership has increased an incredible amount. 

 Membership is $45 US, which includes four issues of the now all colour journal  American Wood-
turner, in some cases reduced prices on AAW products, and a worldwide Resource Directory of all 
members and Chapters.  There is $30,000 in grants and scholarships available annually for members 
to take that next step.  An annual conference with a multitude of demonstrations and displays of work 
and equipment is held.  Additionally for 2006, members who join or renew membership by January 
1, 2006 will receive the AAW’s most popular DVD on sharpening tools ($24.95 USD value).  As 
Phil Brennion, President of the AAW recently said in an email to Chapter Contacts, ”We feel this is 
just another great reason to join AAW.  We look forward to offering turners the best services and 
programs available in woodturning today and into the future.”  

 It is an opportunity to become part of an over 11,400 member community of turners, develop new 
contacts and expand your horizons in turning.  Pick up a flyer at the next meeting, call 651-484-9094 
or log on to 

http://www.woodturner.org/ to get more information or register on-line.  I remember taking the 
plunge back when the dollar was weak and it was about $70 Cdn to join.  I have not regretted it a sin-
gle moment and wait expectantly each quarter for the current issue of American Woodturner. 

 The 2006 conference will be held in Louisville, KY June 22-24 and I am going to try my utmost to 
attend.  As I mentioned at our last meeting, I would like to harness the creative talents of about a half 
dozen people in our guild and submit an entry into the AAW Colloborative Project.  Since it is in 
Louisville, it would seem a theme around baseball bats or the Kentucky Derby would be appropriate, 
but that is not mandatory.  Details can be see at the website.  If anyone else is interested, please call 
or email me.  I think it would be a unique experience and a proud moment for participants to accom-
pany the entry to the conference. 

Mike Brazeau 
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   DAVE PAGE MAKING HIS TOP                                                               PAUL RAPATTONI ’S CHRISTMAS ORNAMENT 

Open Winners: Eugene, Fred, Malcolm, Jim 

Intermediate Winners: Paul Rapattoni and 
Kevin  Gillespie    Al Murphy absent 

Novice  winner  : Marc Taylor  

Spring 2005 Competition 
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All-in-One           GHWG discount 15% 

Wood Tools            Oneway Product       

RECORD DML/36SH 

36 in. Swivel Head Lathe  $ 269.00 

Talon Chuck  $ 229.00  

1 800-370-3834  (905) 826-4750 

2900 Argentia Dr Unit 11 Mississauga, On L5N 7X9Winston 
Churchill & 401 Beside Home Depot  
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GHWG  :  Market-

Golden Horseshoe Woodturners Guild Executive Contacts 

President   
 Mike Brazeau 

905-659-5260 
mjbrazeau@sympatico.ca 
1st Vice  President 

Vacant 
2nd Vice President 

 Al Murphy 
905-562-3875 
amurphy8@cogeco.ca 

Treasurer   
JohnDabbs  

905-575-7593  
barbdabb@enoreo.on.ca 
Secretary  

George Jacquemain 
519-756-3314 
gjacquemain@rogers.com 
 

Member at Large  
      Vacant 
 Newsletter  Editor    
        Vacant 
Membership  

Paul Rapattoni 
905-312-0378 
raponwood@sprint.ca 
 

New Turner Looking for roughing gouge, 
1/2 “  spindle gouge,1/2 “  bowl gouge, skew, 
parting tool 

For Sale -     Paul Spinney    905-332-8729 

Teknatool/Nova (TL1000) Lathe – 8 spd, ¾ 
HP, 115 volt, 12”  swing over bed,  19”  Out-
board, 38”  Center to Center.  Includes Stand (w 
drawers), Nova Scroll chuck, 6”  faceplate, 8”  
Tool rest, Spur drive and Live Center, Inboard 
& Outboard Stronghold chuck adapters, & misc. 
turning  chisels 
.$750.00              paul.spinney@bell.ca 
 

Mini Jet c.w. Tool Rest, Spur drive live tail 
& chuck $ 200.00  
 Jim Fretz 905 562-4397-3288781 
jfretz@sympatico.ca  

Vantage I I  Radiant Heat Garage Heaters. 
2 heaters at 125,000 BTU.  Each unit over 
$1,000 new.  . NOW ONLY $500.00  FOR 
THE 125,000 BTU also looking for a new 
ONEWAY chuck for trade plus $$$ more 
info see   www.rg-inc.com/benefits-of-
infrared-heat.htm Call Ken after 5:00pm.  
905-632-3642 Burlington. 

Wanted :  A Robert Sorby or other Texturing/spiraling tool competitively price. Please phone 905-
685-0426 or email andycapp@vaxxine.com 


